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ABSTRACT - The first Iron Age saw in Trentino, as it did in Alto Adige/South Tyrol, a marked change in
settlement models and the order of the territory that does not however mean halt, from a cultural viewpoint.
Indeed the Luco/Laugen ceramic tradition continues with the introduction of new vase types. Between the
second half of the VI century and the I century B.C. the Fritzens-Sanzeno culture is marked by distinct local
characteristics, recognisable first of all in vase typology and then in inscriptions, in numerous aspects of
metallurgical production and in habitat building. The Fritzens-Sanzeno culture can be defined as Rhetic,
given the fortunate convergence of archaeological evidence and information transmitted by written records,
even though these are sometimes generic and contradictory.
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1. THE IRON AGE

The first Iron Age saw in Trentino, as it did in
Alto Adige/South Tyrol, a marked change in settle-
ment models and the order of the territory that does
not however mean halt, from a cultural viewpoint
(GLEIRSCHER & MarzaTico, 1989). Indeed the Luco/
Laugen ceramic tradition continues with the develop-
ment of vase types like the Luco/Laugen B jugs,
without part of the plastic decoration and the false
cord decoration affirms itself, already sporadically
testified to in Luco/Laugen A contexts at the end of
the Bronze Age in the XII-XI century B.C. (Lunz,
1974, 1991, 1992; PeriNI, 1976; DE MARINIS, 1988;
NIEDERWANGER, 1990; GLEIRSCHER, 1992a; RODRIGUEZ,
1992; NIEDERWANGER, 1999). The evolution of cera-
mics towards the end of the Final Bronze Age begin-
ning of the first Iron Age is indicated mainly by mate-
rials ceramic in the style of Luco/Laugen B from Mon-
tesei di Serso, which is unfortunately not associated
to metallic objects and therefore can only be dated
approximately (Perini, 1968, 1976; Lunz, 1974,
1991). Therefore it is necessary to consult the data
from the South Tyrolian burial grounds at Vadena/

Pfatten, Rasun di Sotto/Niederrasen e Meluno/Melaun
(GHisLANZONI, 1940; BERMOND MONTANARI, 1960, 1961;
Peroni, 1973; Lunz, 1974, 1991, 1992; STAUFER-
ISENRING, 1983; NIEDERWANGER, 1999; DAL R1, 1992a;
GLEIRSCHER, 1992a) — while awating the publication of
data from the excavations in the Vadena/Pfatten settle-
ment — to establish the evolution sequence of the cera-
mics from the First Iron Age found in Trentino, in up
to now very modest numbers (Lunz, 1991).

Due to a large number of sporadic bronze objects,
we only have very few and limited closed complexes
thatcan be used for the purposes of dating, which, from
a terminological viewpoint, is still not univocal.

If sporadic materials are excluded, like for exam-
ple those from Cadine Dosso di S. Elena (MARzATICO,
1988b, fig.3:25) and Doss Grum, as well as the for
now isolated case of the settlement at Montesei di Ser-
so, where the lentiform cup with distinct neck testifies
to the reception of influences from the Po Valley (Ve-
neto) between the X-I1X century B.C. (MARZARTICO,
1997a), after the Luco/Laugen A there is an interrup-
tion in the frequentation of many sites or at least a lower
intensity of presence. This is the case of the shelter at
Romagnano where a clay figure, decorated in the style
of Luco/Laugen B, was found (PerinI, 1976).
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Essentially on the basis of the position of the
cremation burial grounds like those of Olmi di Nomi
(BarTisTi et al., 1996), Romagnano Pra Secco (MAR-
ZATICO, 1997a, nn. 959-974) and the Scalette di Zam-
bana (MarzaTiCcO, 1997a, nn. 1023-1093) in Adige
Valley, as well as the origins of materials from Gia-
re di Mezzolombardo, the Early Iron Age sites are
mainly situated on terraces and cones in strategic
positions, which control the main communication
routes. This also occurs in “Giudicarie Esteriori”,
the settlement on terraces bordered by a line of sto-
nes from Vigo Lomaso, in use between the IX/VIII
and VII/beginning of the VI century B.C., but also
later, in the Second Iron Age and in Roman times
(PERINI, 1983).

Bronze artefacts from the Vadena/Pfatten necro-
polis, (consisting of an arc shaped simple twisted arc
fibula and a pin with thick twisted neck) and unpu-
blished data about this site, kindly communicated by
Alberto Alberti, together with the find at the necropolis
of Nomi agli Olmi of a fragment of a Luco Laugen A
type jug (BATTISTI et al., 1996), and of tweezers with
an embossed decoration, 2lthough within the sphere of
the evident change of the territorial order mentioned
earlier, there is continuity of use between the end of the
Bronze Age and the beginning of the Iron Age, as is the
case of Serso in Valsugana.

Cultural continuity is also clearly evident, other
than from the continuation of the ceramic tradition, by
the documentation from places of worship with pyres
a,t,’Mec,hrel and, in the CampiNeri di Ces,(Campi, 1909),
La Groa di Sopramonte (PERINI, 1979a), S. Giacomo
diRiva (MarzaTico, 1988a), Stenico (PeriNI, 1983) and
the votive offerings with pins found beneath the church
of S.Lorenzo di Cavedine (MaRrzatico, 1997b).

In respect to the Bronze Age there less tendency
towards the widespread distribution of sites that are
drastically reduced in number. This fact is probably
connected to socio-economic reasons that may be rela-
ted to the change in the metal supply system and with
the appearance, between the IX-VIII century B.C., of
southern influences, resulting from Villanovian expan-
sion (ORrsI, 1883; Laviosa ZAMBOTTI, 1938; BERMOND
MoNTANAR], 1960; Lunz, 1971; Perong, 1973; DAL Ri,
1987, 1992b; DE MARINIS, 1987; Bassi, 1992; GLEIR-
SCHER, 1993-1994; MaRrzartico, 1997a), in particular
from the Emilian area. With regards the extraction of
copper, it must be emphasized that the materials found
at tens of foundry sites that have been explored in a
more systematic manner, they are dated in part to the
Late Bronze Age and, mainly to the Final Bronze Age
(Luco/Laugen A) (Pier, 1990; PieL et al., 1992; SEBE-
STA, 1992; NOTHDURFTER, 1993; MARrzaTICO, 1997Cc;
CIErNY et al.,1998) and do not testify to activity in
later times, as far as it is well known the flourishing
and original metallurgical production of the Atesina

workshops at the beginning of the Iron Age (Lunz,
1974).

The reception of influences from the peninsular
can be seen with regards metal objects in correspon-
dence to the third phase of the hoards of the Final Bronze
Age (CaraNcINg 1979) or the introduction of the First
Iron Age, between the end of the X-IX century B.C., as
is suggested by serpentine fibula with thread disc staff
from Stenico (MARrzartico, 1997a, fig.207), datable to
between the X-IX century B.C., a fragment of the same
type from Campo dei Mori near Arco and an example
that was arc shaped, with a finely ribbed staff from
Trento from the IX century B.C. (MAaRrzaTICO, 1988a,
1997a, n. 975). :

On the other hand the so called phaleras of Va-
dena/Pfatten, probably produced locally, clearly show
evidence of Swiss and southern German metallurgic
tradition (MaRrzATICO, 1997a, nn. 18,23-57).

Relationships between the Luco/Laugen culture
and the western one of Golasecca are demonstrated by
the fibulae with big backs of the Moringen type from
the end of the IX-VIII century B.C. which according to
De Marinis in the versions from Sanzeno, Solteri and
Dercolo could have been made in the workshops of
Adige Valley (MarzaTico, 1997a, n.958).

Amongst the local products onecan mention the
Castelnuovo in Valsugana type knife (Bianco PErRONI,
1976, n. 79), the Nanno and Povo type axes of the IX-
VIII century B.C., the form of which is also found
around the Alpine areas (Lunz, 1971, 1974; CARANCI-
NI, 1984, tav.112, n.3605; DE MARINIS, 1989, fig.114;
MarzaTico, 1997a, n.954) and, like the re-elaboration
of the Villanovian influences, the “antenne” sword from
Non Valley (DE MARINIS, 1986; VoN HASE, 1992; GLEIR-
SCHER, 1993/1994), then the Zambana type razor, pe-
rhaps also seen at the Olmi di Nomi (BATTISTI et al.,
1996; MarzaTiCO, 1997a, n.1066), the Romagnano type
(MarzaTtico, 1997a, n. 965) with handle with plastic
appendixes from the IX-first half of the VIII century
B.C. and the Romagnano armulet from the first half of
the VIII century B.C. (MaRrzaTICO, 1997a, n. 964).

The existence of close relations between the Vil-
lanovian - mainly Bolognese — and the Alpine Luco/
Laugen B worlds is clearly evident between the IX-
VIII century B.C. from the Tarquinia (MARZATICO,
1997a, n. 1067) and Gramiccia (MARzATICO, 19974, n.
1068) type razors found at the Zambana Le Scalette
necropolis and of the Sarteano type from Mechel (Lunz,
1973b, 1974, tav.10:5, 1991; Bianco Peroni, 1979,
nn.625-630, 632-634, 1112-1123; DaL R, 1987, 1992b;
DE Marinis, 1988; Bassi, 1992; GLEIRSCHER, 1993/
1994), fromthe S. Vitale type pins found between Nomi
and Chiusole (CARANCINI, 1975, nn.661,2101,2849), the
eye-shaped axe type from Doss Trento which compa-
res with the hoard of S. Francesco at Bologna (MArza-
TICO, 1997a, n.727) and those of the hoard of Calliano



of the Bambolo type, considered to be an importation
from Villanovian Etruria and in conclusion from the S.
Francesco type round eye shaped or cannon-shaped of
Bolognese derivation (DaL Ri, 1987; DE M ARINIS, 1988;
Marzatico, 1990, 1997a, fig.344; GLEIRSCHER, 1993/
1994). In the Calliano hoard which included a large
number of clearly southern typologies, there also ap-
pears a type of armilla shaped like a ribbed ribbon with
engraved decorations which probably constitutes a ver-
sion that was appreciated locally and inspired by pe-
ninsular prototypes (Marzartico, 1997a, nn.330-333).

Also referable to Villanovian influences, are the
antropo and zoomorphic forms with upper ring with
underlaying arms shaped like an orntomorphic proto-
me, from Sanzeno and Mechel near Cles, the distribu-
tion of which indicates a connection route between cen-
tral Tyrrhenian Italy and northern Italy and therefore,
probably through the Brenner Pass or the Resia Pass
or both, with transalpine halstattian circle (MARZATICO,
1997a). Further evidence of the relationship between
the Villanovian Bolognese and the area of Luco/Lau-
gen B is represented by the corrispondence of pendants
from tomb 35 of the Bolognese burial ground at Be-
nacci Caprara, dated to around the middle of the VIII
century B.C. and a form of fusion found on Doss Tren-
to (Marzartico, 1997a, n.1126), as well as the presence
at Vadena/Pfatten of a fibula with a leaf shaped arc
from the IX-VIII century (MaRrzaATICO, 19972, n. 1126)
and the remains of belts (DE MarInis, 1998).

It is not clear whether the Siena type belt hook
from the VIII century B.C. came from the antique
market or was in fact found in Trentino (MARZATICO,
1997b, n.589).

In light of imported materials or those that deri-
ve from Villanovian influences, it is possible to presu-
me the existence of a widespread form of exchange,
probably marked by a certain amount of organisation
that presupposes the control action on the part of an
emergent class (DAL Ri, 1987). However it must be
taken in to account that in the composition of the South
Tyrolian burial this aristocratic component was not
explicitly present (DE MARINIS, 1988). The pair of hor-
se bits from Vadena/Pfatten, moreover, implies the use
of a brace of horses for chariot pulling (MAaRzATICO,
1997a, n. 731), also highlighted by the so called angu-
lar elements from the VII century B.C. found in Tren-
tino on Doss Trento and at Mechel (Guibi, 1983; EGg,
1986; 1987; TERZAN, 1990; Lunz, 1991; VoN HASE,
1992; GLEIRSCHER, 1993/1994). According to their
model Hochkulturen, of Mediterranean origins which
provides for, following Egg and Kossack, the posses-
sion of a chariot on the part of components of the up-
per class, on the basis of these objects the existence of
an aristocratic component also seems probable the Ate-
sina area (Lunz, 1991; MarzaTico, 1997a, n.731).

During the VIII-VII century B.C., Morlungo type
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Knife from Zambana (Marzarico, 1997a, n.1065), S.
Michele (Carancing 1975, nn.2077-2079), Capodaglio
(CARANCINI & MaARzaTICO, 1997a, nn.1233-1238), Re-
dipuglia (CaraNnciNg, 1975), type pins, together with
fibulae with deep boat and lenghtened staff (ELEs M s,
1986, nn726,729), with lowered arc (from Sanzeno,
Romagnano and Pra Secco) (ELEs Masi, 1986,
nn.497,505,512; Marzarico, 1997a, nn.960-961), lowe-
red bloodsucker shaped fibulae (from Sanzeno) (ELES
Masi, 1986, n.652) and fibulae with lowered and flate-
ned arc (from Trento and Sanzeno) (ELEs Masi, 1986,
nn.562,566; MarzaTtico, 1997a, n.976), show a rein-
forcement of influences originating in Veneto.

In effect the “Italic” influences, although they
continue, seem to diminish in occurrence between the
VII-VI century B.C., in favour greater reception of
influences from Veneto and from the eastern Hallstat-
tian area in the sphere of the koine Alto-adriatic (PAr-
ZINGER, 1989; Lunz, 1991). This dynamic is clearly
expressed in the spread of pins globular with hair sli-
de (CaraNCINI, 1975; Guibi, 1983; Lunz, 1991; MARr-
zATIcO, 1997a, n.1252), the knife with appendixes
found at Ala (MARrzaTICO, 19974, n.4), the fibulae with
nodules-shaped arc from Susa (Lunz, 1974; ELEsS
Masi, 1986, n.630), spectacles-shaped fibulae with
figure-of-eight knot from Vadena/Pfatten and Borgo
S. Pietro in Valsugana (ELEs Masi, 1986, nn. 628-
629), fibulae with losenge-shaped boat with lateral
variant A bottons (ELEs Masi, 1986, n. 1275), with
serpentine, double spring arc and triangular elbow with
terminal buttons from Nago (ELEs Masi, 1986, n.
1952). The phaleras at Doss dell’Oselera of Sevigna-
no in Cembra Valley (GLEIRSCHER, 1993b; MARZATI-
co, 1994b) bears witness in the same way and presen-
ts the topmost button formally analogous to that of
the hoard of Dercolo (Lunz, 1974, tav. 76:4) and the
cauldron with cross shaped attachments from Castel-
nuovo in Valsugana, a type subject to a long duration
that was also found at Sanzeno in several examples
(MaRrzarTico, 1998, fig. 4).

Among the products from local workshops of
the VII century B.C. of note are the spiraliform
spectacles-shped pins from Vadena/Pfatten and Mon-
tesei di Serso (Marzatico, 1997a, nn. 1208-1209) and
bronze dragon fibulae with little horns, surmounted by
a small horse that can be found in Trentino in Primie-
ro, at Nomesino near Mori, at Zambana and on the
other side of the Alpine watershed in the hoard of Fliess
in Tyrol and in Stiria at Goldes, in a woman’s tomb
from the second half of the VII century B.C. (MARZATI-
co, 1997a, n.296).

Ceramic materials from Vigo Lomaso (PERINI,
1983), Montesei di Serso (Perini, 1969, fig. 20), La
Groa (Perini, 1976 fig. 22), Zambana (MARZATICO,
1997a, n. 1077) and Castil di Arco (MaRrzaTico, 1988a,
fig.36), where one finds the most southerly point of the
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spread of the Meluno/Melaun type jug, provide an in-
dication, a rather limited one, of the characteristics of
ceramic production in the VII-beginning of the VI cen-
tury B.C.

The Ciaslir del Monte Ozol in Non Valley is the
end of reference for the successive moment that prece-
des the affirmation, without apparent gap, of the Frit-
zens-Sanzeno culture. This latter can be defined as
Rhetic, given the fortunate convergence of archaeolo-
gical evidence and information transmitted by written
records, even though these are sometimes generic and
contradictory, so much so that some scholars hypothe-
sise that the Rhetics were a religious group rather than
a population. On the other hand, the find at Sebasteion
of Afrodisa of an inscription that mentions the Rhetics
as ethnos, which would confirm the ethnic connota-
tion, apart from that of the problem, in many ways still
open, of their exact geographic location and the rea-
sons of their ancient identification (Printus, N.H., III
130, III 133, III 146; MENGHIN, 1971a; ScHON, 1986;
MaRrzaTIco, 1992¢, 1994a; PauLl, 1992; FREI-STOLBA,
1993; GLEIRSCHER, 1995; UsLAR, 1996; LANG, 1998).

In correspondence with the layer known as “Ozol
D” of the VI century B.C., in which forms appear that
in evolutionary terms belong to the formal patrimony
of Fritzens-Sanzeno, intense bronze metallurgical pro-
duction activity develops testified to by nozzles, by dry
wall structures pertaining to forge and by the remains
of tools and semi-finished objects. In consideration of
the notable altitude of the site it cannot be excluded
that this activity was connected to cultual practises.
Amongst the rubble that covered the remains of the
forge, a heap of goat bones with thirteen longitudinally
sawn craniums testifies to a particular form of rite of
the “hecatombal” type (PeriNi, 1999). In association
with the bones a half-moon fibula of the S. Lucia/Most
na Soci type was found (Pering, 1999, fig.18:1) which,
together with the fibulae with little backs with perfora-
ted arc from Nomi (MaRrzaTico, 1997a, n.298), shows
the existence of a relationship with Slovenia, destined
to be consolidated with the Fritzens-Sanzeno Culture
between the V-IV century B.C., as indicated by the
spread of collars with small globes, armillae with snake
heads (GLEIRSCHER, 1986; MaRzaTICcO, 1997a) and fi-
bulae “Certosa” type fibulae with bilateral springs and
war chariots and zoomorphic fibulae (Apam, 1996), of
the Alpine type Blechpaukenfibeln (Apam, 1996, nn
18-19) with multiple feet (Apam, 1996, nn 12-17) Este
— Costa Martini type (Apam, 1996 nn. 49-50).

The Rhetic culture is marked by distinct local
characteristics, recognisable first of all in vase typolo-
gy and then in inscriptions, in numerous aspects of
metallurgical production and in habitat buildings (LLANG,
1985; Lunz, 1991; MiGLiavacca, 1991, 1993; PeriNi,
1991; DAL R1, 1992b; MicLiavaccA & RUTA SERAFINI,
1992; SOLDER, 1992; Rossi, 1999).0f particular inte-

rest amongst the bronze ornamental objects one can
mention the Certosa fibulae of the VII C type (MaARza-
Tico, 1997a, n.6), with stick arc with two projections
(MarzaTico, 1997a, n.43), arch-shaped of the Castel-
lin di Fisterre type (MarzaTiCO, 1997a, n.5), widespread
also in the surrounding areas. In the context of the Fri-
tzens-Sanzeno Culture, also characterised in the sphe-
re of religion, subject to strong traditionalism, of con-
siderable importance is the opening up to the influen-
ces originating from etrurian Po Valley. The spread of
the alphabet (GamBARI & COLONNA, 1988; PANDOLFINI
& ProspociMr, 1990; MaNcINI, 1991; DE MARINIS,
1994; ProspociMi, 1994; SCHUMACHER, 1998; MANCI-
NI, 1998) is accompanied by the reception of the ex-
pressive modules belonging to the Art of the Situle
(WALDE-PSENNER, 1976, 1983; DAL Ri1, 1987; Bassi,
1992; GLEIRSCHER, 1993/1994, 1998; MARZzATICO,
1997a, nn.940-942, 1998), the affirmation of icono-
graphic patterns of Etruscan-Italic plastics (WALDE-
PSENNER, 1976, 1979, 1983; GUALANDI & ANTONACCI
SanpaoLo, 1986; DE Marinis, 1988; CoLoNNA, 1989;
GLEIRSCHER, 1993/1994), the introduction of votive fi-
gurines in cut plate that can also be found in North-
Tyrol (Laviosa ZaMBOTTI, 1938; WALDE-PSENNER, 1979;
DE MarInis, 1988), iron tools destined for domestic
hearths (andirons, fire shovels and the so called grap-
ples) (EGG, 1986; GLEIRSCHER & NOTHDURFTER, 1992),
viticulture — testified to by specific tools (NOTHDURF-
TER, 1989; OEGGL, 1992; Lunz, 1993; CrurLETTI, 1996)
- and the importation or imitation of sumptuary objects
such as recipients in bronze and attic or Etruscan-Po
Valley ceramic (WALDE-PSENNER, 1976, 1983; DAL R,
1987; Cavapa, 1990; Bassi, 1992; GLEIRSCHER, 1993/
1994; MarzaTico, 1997a, nn.940-942).

The settlement model undergoes a change, with
the development of groups of settlement, also in inter-
nal valleys, on hills, terraces, cones and slopes (MaRr-
ZATICO, 1999c¢).

The initial phase of the Fritzens-Sanzeno cultu-
re corresponds with the Rhetic A, more or less datable
to the middle of the VI to the middle of the V century
B.C., is amply represented at Sanzeno (MARZATICO,
1999a). Research carried out by the Ufficio Beni Ar-
cheologici provides the possibility of following the de-
velopment of habitats, clearly connotated by an empo-
ric vocation, connected to metallurgical production
above all in iron and a probable sanctuarial function.
In the Rhetic A phase, the characteristic quadrangular
constructions with dry wall foundations and wooden
structure supported by pillars inserted into cavities in
the walls, are scattered with various orientations (MAR-
ZATICO, 1999a). Burnt wood remains permit the recon-
struction hypothesis of a building with wood floors,
and an intermediate floor (PErINI, 1967; DAL Ri, Rizz:
& TEccHIATI, 1999; MARZATICO & STELZER, 1999). Rhe-
tic A constructions, due the absence of stepped corri-



dors and the lack of metallic remains, can be distin-
guished from those of Rhetic B and C (middle of the V-
IT century B.C.) of the better known area of Casalini,
situated on the north-west margins of the terrace (MAR-
zATICO, 1999a). With regards the utilisation of the bui-
ldings at Sanzeno, the traditional hypothesis presup-
poses a house-workshop function, while another more
recent hypothesis of presupposes a house-treasury fun-
ction and a connotation of the site in a mainly religious
site (MARZzATICO, 1999a).

The Perini Rhetic B phase, macroscopically di-
stinguished by of cups with a concavity in the middle
with S-shaped profile, stamp decorated (MARZATICO,
1992¢, 1999a), is mainly in evidence in the complexes
of Montesei di Serso (Perini, 1978), Tesero Sottope-
donda (Marzatico, 1991a; Perini, 1991) in Fiemme
Valley, Mazzin Doss dei Pigui in Fassa Valley (Lunz,
1983) and Fai della Paganella (MaRrzaTico, 1999c).
In this latter site the presence of an ostalpine Tierkop-
pfibel allows the hypothesis of the origins of the Rhe-
tic B at La Tene A (ApaMm, 1996, nn. 51-61), the da-
ting of which is confirmed by the evidence at Tesero
(MaRrzarico, 1991a; PeriNi, 1991) where the burnt
remains of a habitat have allowed a reconstruction
hypothesis.

The Doss Castel of Fai, a rise of 923 metres
defended naturally and artificially, guarding the Adige
Valley a short distance from the mouth of Non Valley,
is the only site in Trentino that brings to mind the wor-
ds of Horace, although from a much more recent age,
of the “arces Alpibus impositas tremendis” (HORACE,
Carm. IV, 14, vv 7,6: Marzatico, 1999c).

A boundary wall constructed along the only ac-
cessible side, in which there is an enclosed road between
dry stone walls, confers a fortified aspect to the settle-
ment, with confers a fortified aspect to the settlement
with houses oriented following the rocky terraces. The
preordained level implied by the constructions and the
defensive nature of the site seems to indicate a complex
social structure, with emerging figures and a probable
hegemonic rule of the settlement (Marzartico, 1991b).

While at Serso we find ourselves before a habi-
tat with scattered modules, on the slopes of Nomi (loc.
Bersaglio) there are constructions that are regularly
distributed. The only house that has been completely
excavated, dated to the IV century B.C., has provided
evidence of a second floor and burnt remains below
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that are probably pertinent to two barrels (MARZATICO,
1991b).

The sites mentioned, with the exclusion of that
at Sanzeno and in part that of Montesei di Serso, were
abandoned at the end of the IV century B.C. It has
been hypothesised that this interruption reflects the di-
sorder caused by the invasion of the Gauls of the Po
Valley plains (GLEIRSCHER, 1993/1994; MARzATICO,
1999c¢). The Celtic influence (Lunz, 1981a; Abam,
1983, 1996; LaNG, 1985, 1998, 1999; GLEIRSCHER &
NOTHDURFTER, 1992; Marzartico, 1992a,c; DE MARI-
Nis, 1988; Frey, 1999) already in effect before this
phase, can be recognised in many ornamental and ar-
mament elements. Along side rather rare episodes of
importation there was a process of non-passive assimi-
lation, with local re-elaboration (Apam, 1996).

The most recent phase of the Fritzens-Sanzeno
Culture — Rhetic C according to Perini — is testified to
mainly by the discoveries at Casalini di Sanzeno and
sporadic remains (MARzATICO, 19974, n.1973).

The complexes of Stenico and the settlement at
Castello Tesino — with black painted pottery, thin wal-
led glasses of the Marabini II type and Lamboglia 2
type amphorae (DEMETZ, 1992, fig.5; MARzATICO,
1992b) — together with the presence of ovoidal bronze
situlae (MARzATICO, 19974, n.1973) at Sanzeno, of col-
lars with knots (CaLzavara & CHIECO, 1979; Ruta SE-
RAFINI, 1984; CaLzAvARA CAPUIS & RUTA SERAFINT, 1985;
Marzarico, 1992a, 1997a, n.722), of Almgren 65 type
fibulae or harp shaped fibulae, Cenisola, Jezerine and
Nauheim (GLEIRSCHER, 1987b, 1992b; Buora et al.,
1990; DeMETZ, 1992, 1997, 1999; ApaMm, 1996; MARr-
zATICO, 19973, nn.42,1188); of Po Valley drachmae and
republican age coins (DE MARINIS, 1994) testify to the
progressive participation of Trentino in the Gaul-Ro-
man koine of the plains which indicates a process of
Romanisation before the Rhetic war that evidently af-
fected the most northern territories (DEMETZ, 1992;
MaRrzarico, 1992b)
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SUMMARY - In the first phase of the Iron Age between the IX-IV century B.C. the continuation of the ceramic tradition of
the Luco/Laugen Culture, in which new forms spread throughout a territory more limited in respect to that affected by the
presence of the container of phase A. The number of sites known and the documentation available are considerably less that
that of the Bronze Age. The location of cremation cemeteries (Nomi, Romagnano and Zambana) on cones and terraces on
the valley floor, in a strategic position with regards to the control of trade routes, indicates a new order of the territory.
Against there is the topographic persistence of many cultual place, like those at Stenico, Mechel and Campi Neri di Cles and
only partially on Monte Ozol in Non Valley. With the Second Iron Age (VI-I century B.C.), on the basis of the preceding
Luco/Laugen substratum, enriched by peninsular influences, the Fritzens-Sanzeno Culture developed which involved, other
than Trentino/South Tyrol, the Bassa Engadina and Tyrol where the new cultural aspect is instead based on the Hallstattian
tradition. In this area which corresponds in good part with that attributed by ancient sources to the Rheti, there is a recurrence
of characteristic ceramic containers, iron tools and ornamental bronze objects. Also the housing structures, like the religious
and funerary practises, respond to common characteristics. Therefore in attempting a historical reconstruction, for that
concerning the Fritzens-Sanzeno Culture or Group, its pertinence to the Rheti would seem to be sufficiently founded, in
view of the fortunate convergence of archaeological evidence and part of the information transmitted by written sources.

RIASSUNTO - Nella prima fase dell’eta del Ferro, fra il IX-VI sec. a.C., si riconosce la prosecuzione della tradizione
ceramica della Cultura Luco/Laugen, le cui nuove fogge si diffondono in un territorio piu circoscritto rispetto a quello
interessato dalla presenza dei contenitori della fase A. Il numero dei siti noti e la documentazione disponibile risultano
considerevolmente inferiori rispetto a quelli risalenti all’eta del Bronzo. L’ubicazione di necropoli a cremazione (Nomi,
Romagnano e Zambana) dislocate su conoidi e terrazzi in fondovalle, in posizione strategica dal punto di vista del controllo
dei percorsi commerciali, ¢ indice di un nuovo assetto del territorio. Di contro si segnala la persistenza topografica di
parecchi luoghi di culto, come si verifica ad esempio a Stenico, a Mechel e Campi Neri di Cles e solo parzialmente sul
Monte Ozol in Valle di Non. Con la Seconda eta del Ferro (VI-I secolo a.C.), sulla base del precedente sostrato Luco/
Laugen, arricchito da influssi peninsulari, si sviluppa la Cultura di Fritzens-Sanzeno che coinvolge, oltre al Trentino Alto
Adige/Siidtirol, la Bassa Engadina e il Tirolo dove il nuovo aspetto culturale si innesta invece sulla tradizione hallstattiana.
In questo ambito territoriale che corrisponde in buona parte con quello attribuito dalle fonti antiche ai Reti, ricorrono
caratteristici contenitori in ceramica, strumenti in ferro e oggetti d’ormamento in bronzo. Anche le strutture abitative, come
le pratiche di culto e funerarie, rispondono a caratteri comuni. Volendo tentare dunque una ricostruzione di carattere
storico, per quanto attiene al Gruppo o Cultura Fritzens-Sanzeno, sembra in definitiva sufficientemente fondata la sua
pertinenza ai Reti, visto il fortunato convergere degli indizi archeologici e parte delle informazioni trasmesse dalle fonti
scritte.
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Fig. 1 — Ceramics (1-23); lithic materials (24-26); clay figurine (27) of Luco/Laugen B: 1-13, from Montesei di Serso; 14,
unknown locality in Trentino; 15, from Cadine, Dosso di S. Elena; 16, from Doss Grum; 17-26, locality Alle Giare-

Mezzolombardo; 27, Romagnano.

1-14 and 27, from PEeriNI 1976; 17-26, from BERGAMO et al., 1972.
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Fig. 2 — 1) serpentine fibula with thread disc staff from Stenico; 2) part of a serpentine fibula wirh thread disc staff from
Campo dei Mori near Arco; 3) fibula with finely ribbed with staff, from Trento; 4) fibula with enlarged arc, from Zambana;
5) fibula with enlarged arc, from S. Giacomo near Riva; 6-7) falerae from Vadena Pfatten; 8) fibula with big backs of type
“Moringen”, from Dercolo; 9) knife of type “Castelnuovo” from Castelnuovo Valsugana; 10) axe from Povo; 11) razor type
“Zambana” from Zambana; 1)2 razor with appendixes type “Romagnano” from Romagnano; 13) razor with little homs
type “Romagnano” from Romagnano, Pra Secco; 14) rasoio type “Tarquinia” from Zambana, Scalette; 15) razor typo
“Gramiccia” from Zambana, Le Scalette; 16) razor type “Sarteano” from Mechel; 17) crosier-shaped pin from Campi Neri
near Cles; 18) pin type “Caprara” from Romagnano; 19) pin type “S. Vitale” with composite head, found between Nomi
and Chiusole; 20) eye axe form Doss Trento; 21) axe type “Bambolo” from the hoard of Calliano; 22) round eye axe from
Calliano; 23) cannon-shaped axe type “S. Francesco” derived from Bologna, from Calliano; 24) armilla with ribbed
ribbon from the hoard of Calliano; 25) armilla with upper ring with underlaying arms shaped like an ornitomorphic
protome from Vadena/Pfatten; 26) fusion form found in Doss Trento; 27) fibula with leaf arc from Vadena/Pfatten; 28)
remnants of a belt from Vadena/Pfatten; 29) angular element from Doss Trento; 30) knife type “Morlungo” from Zambana;
31) pin type “Capodaglio” from Vadena/Pfatten; 32) pin type “Redipuglia” from Romagnano; 33) fibula with deep boat
and lenghtened staff, from Sanzeno; 34-35) fibulae with lowered arc from Romagnano; 36) lowered bloodsucker fibula
from Sanzeno; 37) fibula with lowered and flatened arc from Trento; 38-40) globose pins with foldholders, from S.
Martino, Trento, Campi Neri in the Non Valley; 41) knife with joined appendixes from Ala; 42) fibula with nodules-
shaped arc from Susa; 43) spectacles-shaped fibula with figure-of-eight knot from Borgo S. Pietro, Valsugana; 44) fibula
with losenge-shaped boat with lateral buttons, variant A from Sanzeno; 45) fibula with serpentine, double spring arc and
elbow, from Zambana; 46) fibula with wery lowered stick arc and triangular staff with ending button, from Nago; 47)
topmost button of a falera from the hoard of Dercolo; 48) phalera with topmost button from Doss dell’Oselera near
Sevignano in the Cembra Valley; 49) cauldron with cross junctures from Castelnuovo Valsugana; 50) spiraliform spectacles-
shped pin from Montesei near Serso; 51) dragon fibula with little homs surmounted by a little horse, from Zambana; 52)
half crescent fibula type S. Lucia/Most na So¢i, from Ciaslir of M. Ozol; 53) fibula with little backs with perforated arc
from Nomi; 54) remnants of a nozzle with slags near its inlet which contained layers of clay to regulate the air emission.
9, from Bianco PEron, 1976; 15, from Bianco Perony, 1979; 16, from Lunz, 1974; 17-18, from CaraNcINI, 1975; 25, from
Lunz, 1974; 32, from CaraNcini, 1975; 33, from Von ELEs Masi, 1986; 36, from Von ELEs Masi, 1986; 39-40, from
CaRANCINI, 1975; 42-44, from Von ELEs Masi, 1986; 47, from Lunz, 1974; 49, from Laviosa ZamBorri, 1938; 52, from
PerINI, 1999; 54, from PerINI, 1999).
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Fig. 3 — Ceramics of Luco/Laugen C: 1-3, from Montesei di Serso near Pergine Valsugana; 4-6, from Zambana; 7-20, from
Vigo Lomaso; 21-24, from Castel de Castil-Arco; 25-26, from Agli Olmi di Nomi.

1-3, from PeriNni, 1969, fig. 20; 4-6, from MaRrzartico, 1997, n. 1077; 7-20, from Perini, 1983; 21-24, from MaRrzATICO,
1988, fig. 36.
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Fig. 4 - Main contexts of reference and sporadic objects (below) of the Fritzens-Sanzeno or Rhetic to the south of the Alps
and in eastern Tyrol: nn 1-18 Ciaslir del Monte Ozol (nn. 2-8, 11-18 layer D) (nn. 1, 5, 10 layer B”); nn. 19-20 Rasun di
Sotto/Niederassen tomb 38; nn. 21-31 Stufles/Stufels (B) Bressanone/Brixen; n. 32 Zambana-Coel; nn. 33-35 Lavant; nn.
36-42 Sanzeno-Fondo Gremes; nn. 43-49 Sanzeno-Fondo Paternoster building E; nn. 50, 54, 179, 181; 190-191; 206-208;
226, 228, 231, 255-256, 258, 265, 273-274 Sanzeno; n. 51 Dercolo; n. 52 Zambana-Scalette; n. 53 S.Maurizio/Moritzing;
nn. 55-64 Tesero-Sottopedonda; nn. 65-85 Vadena/Pfatten tomb 14 excavations 1989; nn. 86-87 S.Maurizio/Moritzing
tomb 8; nn. 88-89 Vigo Lomaso; nn. 90-117 Fai della Paganella-Doss Castel; nn. 118-122 Busa Brodeghera-Monte Altis-
simo (Nago Torbole); n. 123 Vadena/Pfatten tomb 22; nn. 124-129 S.Maurizio/Moritzing tombs 1 (n. 129), 5 (n. 127), 11
(n. 125) 12 (nn. 124, 126; 128; nn. 130-139 Dercolo-board; nn. 140-178 Montesei di Serso (house 2); n. 180 Cembra; nn.
182-188 Nomi-Bersaglio; n. 189 Rovereto; nn. 192-205 Mazzin Doss dei Pigui; nn. 209-210 S.Giuliana-Vigo di Fassa;
nn. 211-217 S.M.Baselgia; n. 218 Zambana; n. 219 Castel Selva di Levico; nn. 220-225 n. 227 Cagno; n. 229 Lavis; n.
230 Caslir di Cembra; nn. 232, 257 Val di Non; nn. 233-235 Montesei di Serso presso Pergine Valsugana; nn. 236-238,
240-241, 247-254 Stenico; n. 239 S.Martino ai Campi di Riva; n. 243 Castel Telvana-Borgo-Valsugana; n. 258 Sanzeno;
nn. 259-274 Stenico; nn. 275-286 Pescarzo; n. 287 Castello Tesino; n. 288 Trento-ai Paradisi.

Nn. 1-17, 19, 21-27, 33-34, 36-41, 43-48, 50-51, 55-58, 65-70, 86-87, 88-89, 90-99, 140-152, 182, 192-203, 209, 211-
217, 233-242, 247-251, 259, 275-278, 287-288 ceramics; nn. 18, 20, 29-30, 35, 53-54, 60-64, 71-81, 83-84, 103-109, 114,
118-121, 124-129, 130-139, 153-154, 160-164, 179, 180, 181, 183, 187, 189, 190-191, 204-205, 208, 210, 219-225, 226-
232, 243, 244-246, 252-253, 257, 260-264, 267-272, 279, 282, 285-286 bronze; nn. 28, 42, 49, 110, 159 terracotta; nn.
32, 52, 123, 157-158, 165, 168-172, 206, 207, 218, 258, 265-266, 273-274, 280-281, 283-284 iron; nn. 122 iron-bronze;
nn. 59, 112-113, 115-116; 101-102, 155-156 bone/horn; nn. 82, 167 ambra; nn. 85, 111, 166, 244-246 vitreous paste; nn.
173-177, 184-186, 254 stone; nn. 31, 117, 178, 188 building plan.

Typological developments of the Fritzens-Sanzeno Culture on the basis of main reference contexts south of the Alpine
watershed and eastern Tyrol, with reference to the materials from the Gruppo Valcamonica nn. 275-281. Below, after the
dotted line, sporadic objects

Nn. 1-18 from Perint 1970, figg. 8, 11, 12, 14; nn. 19-20 from Lunz 1974, tav. 52; nn. 21-27; 21-31 from Dar R1 1985,
tavv. 1-2, 5-7; n. 32 from MarzaTtico 1997, n. 1086; nn. 33-35 from RobpRrRIGUEZ 1992, tavv. 4-5; nn. 36-42 from MARZATICO
1993, figg. 40-42; nn. 43-49 inedito; n. 50 from PeriNi 1976, p. 445; nn. 51-52 from MarzaTico 1997, fig. 111, n. 1061; n.
53 from BoNFANTE, DAL R1 & Rizzi 1985, tav. 33; n. 54 from STEINER 1999, p. 82; nn. 55-64 from MarzaTico 1991, tavv.
IV-V, VII-VIII; nn. 65-85 from DaL R1 1992, figg. 13-14; nn. 86-87 from BoNraNTE, DAL R1 & Rizz1 1985, tavv. 33-34; nn.
88-89 from PerinI 1983, p. 50; nn. 90-116 inediti; nn. 118-122 from Perint 1980, fig. 5; n. 123 from Ecc 1992, fig. 6; nn.
124-129 from BoNFaNTE, DAL R1 & Rizzi 1985, tav. 32; nn. 130-138 from Lunz 1974, tavv. 75-76; nn. 140-178 from PERINI
1978, pp- 71-79; n. 179 from Ecc 1988, fig. 196; n. 180 from Marzatico 1994, p. 61; n. 181 from MarzaTico 1998, fig. 8a;
nn. 182-188 from Marzatico 1992D, figg. 12-14; n. 189 from Marzarico 1992A, p. 54; nn. 190-191 from GLEIRSCHER
1986, fig. 5 nn. 1-2; nn. 192-205 from Lunz 1983, figg. 4-10; nn. 206-207, 255-256, 273-274 from NOTHDURFTER 1979,
tavv. 73 n. 1251, 74 nn. 1257-1258, 70 nn. 1197-1198, 76 nn. 1275, 1277, 1279; n. 208 from Apam 1996, n. 30; nn. 209-
210 from Cavapa 1991, figg. 14-15; nn. 211-217 from STAUFFER-ISENRING 1983, tavv. 48, 59; n. 219 from LanG 1979, fig.
9 n. 6; nn. 220-232, 260, 263 from Apam 1996, nn. 322, 262, 329, 334, 323, 360, 250, 229, 340, 330, 326, 363, 378, 435;
nn. 233-235 from Perint 1969A, fig. 9; nn. 236-238 from Perint 1969B, figg. 1-2; nn. 242, 244-246 from STEINER &
GaMPER 1999, tav. 9 nn. 1-2, 4, tav. 10 n. 9; nn. 247-254 from MarzaTico 1992C, figg. 12-14; n. 257 from Ecc 1992, fig.
11; nn. 261-262 from GLEIRSCHER 1987, cit.; nn. 264, 287 from BruscreTTI 1999, fig. 5 n. 5, fig- 7 n. la; n. 266 from
MarzaTico 1992B, fig. 4; nn. 267, 270, 272 from MarzaTtico 1997, figg. 298a, 300, 2028; n. 268 from MarzaTico 1998; n.
269 from Hock 1998, fig. 11; nn. 275-286 from Rossi 1999, tavv. I-II; n. 288 from Enprizzi n. 39.
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